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DECISION 



This decision is issued in response to applicant's "Petition Under 37 CFR 1 10(e)" filed 
on 08 January 2001, which has been treated herein as a petition under 37 CFR 1.181 to confirm 
the tiling of the present national stage application on 27 October 2000. No petition fee is 



required 

BACKGROUND 



On 27 April 1999, applicant filed international application PCT/AU99/00310 which 
claimed a priority date of 28 April 1998 and which designated the United States On 04 
November 1999, a copy of the international application was communicated to the United States 
Patent And Trademark Office ("USPTO") by the International Bureau ("IB"). 

A Demand was filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority electing the 
United States prior to the expiration of nineteen months from the priority date As a result the 
deadline for payment of the basic national fee was extended to expire thirty months from the 
priority date, i.e. , 30 October 2000 (28 October 2000 was a Saturday). 

On 27 October 2000, applicants claim to have filed with the USPTO by Express Mail a 
transmittal letter for entry into the national stage in the United States containing an authorization 
to charge Deposit Account No. 06-0130 for the basic national fee, and a copy of the international 
application. 

On 08 January 2001 , applicant filed the petition considered herein. Accompanying the 
petition are copies of the following: (1) the materials purportedly filed on 27 October 2000- (2) a 
stamped postcard receipt itemizing these materials and bearing a USPTO receipt stamp dated 27 
October 2000; and (3) an Express Mail receipt bearing label number EK257451949US and a 27 
October 2000 USPS stamp. 
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DISCUSSION 

Section 503 of the MPEP states: 

A postcard receipt which itemizes and properly identifies the items which 
are being filed serves as prima facie evidence of receipt in the PTO of all 
the items listed thereon on the date stamped thereon by the PTO. 

mn , , Here ' a PP licant * ^ve submitted a copy of a return postcard that identifies the present 
Ration (by attorney docket number, inventor, and title) and that s P , C m c Z iZ^7 
U.S Nat,onal Stage Patent Application Transmittal, Specification (pgs 1-11)- cS^rfTz 

^ 14); r Express Mail Label ^i^tST 

s^ltZtlJ?! J? recei P^p dated 24 April 1998, and the petition includes a 
statement that the attached materials are true copies of those originally filed. 

Based on applicants' statements and the stamped return postcard, it is concluded that the 
materials accompanying the present petition and itemized on the return postcaS were fa fee 
originally filed on 27 October 2000, before the expiration of thirty monL from I priort date 
Accordingly, there is no need to address applicants' petition under 37 CFR 1 10(e) 

CONCLUSION 

The petition under 37 CFR 1.181 is GRANTED. 

Deposit Account No. 06-0130 has been charged the $1,000 basic national fee. 

Intern a tlt in PliCati ° n , * ^ * the Nati ° nal Sta S e Processin S Branch of the 

International Division for further processing in accord with this decision, including mailing of a 
Notification Of M.ssmg Requirements (Form PCT/DO/EO/905) requiring submission of an 
executed declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.497 and the $130 surcLgeTZg he 
declaration later than thirty months after the priority date. 8 

^'"f . ' Richard M.Ross 

Irr ST" 161 " PCT Petitions A "°mey 

PCT Legal Office PCT ^ 0ffice 

RlUR/T <j.™r Telephone: (703) 308-6155 

RMR/LS ' nnr Facsimile: (703) 308-6459 
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A method for collecting a sample derived from faecal 
material, for example for occult blood testing comDrises 

Contacting the faeral mortal 



subsequently collecting a sample of the fluid "with a bruTh ora 
brush-like device having flexible or semi-flexible bristles 
,wherein the sample of the fluid is collected within the bristles of 
the brush or brush-like device. uumes or| 
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